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Abstract 

Gender studies is a field for interdisciplinary study devoted to gender identity and 
gendered representation as central categories of analysis. This field includes women's 
studies, men's studies and LGBT studies. This paper will focus on the women in the two 
novels who are totally different in their struggles, identities and individuality with 
difference in their culture, religion, location and community. One women fights for her 
rights and stands up against her husband while the other women is tired of fighting and 
leads life by accepting the reality of her husband. The novel Brick lane represents the 
Bangladesh culture of women and the novel The Taming of women represents a typical 
Dalit woman. At one phase in their life both the women fight and finally end up leading 
their life without crossing their boundaries of the so called cultural identity. These 
women are alienated in their own community and lead a life of depression just for the 
sake of children tolerating the husband for the society. These novels carry the realistic 
moments of memories and incidents which happened very real in the life of the authors.  
The proposition of the paper will deal with the gender dominance and the alienated feel 
of the women in the novels who sacrifice their emotions and feelings for the sake of their 
husband adopting their culture for the peaceful survival in the society. 
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P.Sivagami born in 1957 is an acclaimed Tamil writer. She is the first Dalit women from 

TamilNadu to become a novelist. She has written four critically acclaimed novels all of them 

centered on Dalit and feminist themes. In literary circles P.Sivakami is considered as a strong 

Dalit writer with a feminist penchant. She was secretary ranked bureaucrat in tamilnadu till 2008, 

the Indian posting gave her the opportunity to meet women and Dalit which led to social issues 

becoming sivaksamis concern and avocation. She is founder editor of literary magazine puthiya 
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kodangi. In 2009 she founded her own political party, samuga samathuva padai. In a literary 

world that was used to comfort and pleasure, Sivakami’s novel slapped the reverie out of reading 

and forced the reader to face what was also real about this India we are living in: the touchy 

subject of caste and gender discrimination. P. Sivakami’s background as a Dalit woman IAS 

officer, with close to 3 decades of work experience in the field makes her the ideal person to 

have written the novel The Taming Of Women (2012). She writes from first-hand experience of 

the society she portrays, a life that at once feels familiar and alien to urban middle class readers. 

Originally written in Tamil, it has been translated into English by Pritham K. Chakravarthy. The 

essence of a lower socio-economic class with its trials and tribulations, the struggle for power 

across genders and class even that among peers, their thought processes – these have all come 

across in the translation 

Ali was born in born 20 October 1967 Dhaka, East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in 1967 to 

a Bangladeshi father and English mother. When she was three, her family moved to Bolton, 

England. Her father is originally from the district of Mymensingh. She went to Bolton School 

and then studied Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Wadham College, Oxford. In 2003 she 

was selected as one of the "Best of Young British Novelists" by Granta magazine based on her 

unpublished manuscript; her debut novel, Brick Lane, was published later that year. It was 

shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize. It was adapted as a 2007 film of the same name. She has 

also published three other novels. 

The Taming of Women, for the most part, portrays the discrimination between men and 

women in a small village. This is the story of hard-working Anandhayi, married to a womanizer, 

Periyannan, and their marital travails. There is struggle for power not only amidst genders, but 

generations and families within the village as well. Even peripheral characters like Anandhayi’s 

mother-in-law, Chinnasami, and Lakshmi are infused with originality. One of the most striking 

aspects of The Taming of Women is its humors. Sivakami’s strength is in making the mundane 

not only amusing, but also painfully real. Periyannan is not content with the wealth that his farms 

bring him. He is hungry for the power that money can bring, and tyrannical in his treatment of 

the women in his life – be it his wife, his old and ailing mother, his daughters or the many 
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women for whom he has an insatiable appetite. The opening chapter introduces this with a bang 

his wife Anandhayi gives birth while he has another woman with him upstairs, brought to him by 

the midwife with whom too, Periyannan often gets physical. Anandhayi has no illusions about 

him. She wishes, however, that he would not get his women home. Now where her daughters are 

growing up – who are inevitably affected by all that is going on around them.  

Later when he goes to town regarding work he falls in the beauty of Lakshmi and he is 

totally lost in her. And during his daughter marriage he bring her into the house and after some 

days he plays the same prang which he does with Anandhayi and this makes a drift into their 

relationship. At first Anandhayi feels jealous for the women but after some days she becomes a 

great support to her. Due to the continuous misunderstandings between Periyannan and Lakshmi 

she plans to leave the house three times she leaves the house without his knowledge but he loses 

all his time power and money to bring her back home. Later they end in bad fight and lakshmi 

commits suicide. This hurts Periyannan a lot. As the day pass by his daughters reach the age of 

marriage and they do not have the freedom to select their life partner as in the ancient times it 

was the women in Suyamvara had all the rights to choose her own husband but when Periyannan 

finds his daughter in relationship with whom she preferred he abused her and gets her married to 

the men whom he preferred. The days went by and all his sons and daughters got married and 

settled. But still the attitude of Periyannan never changed. And the novel ends with Anandhayi 

being with her grandchildren and she thinks of the past life she knew every women he slept with. 

As long has he never hurt her she never worried of whom he was sleeping with. 

In this novel the author portrays the real sufferings of the women among the men within 

the marginalized community. How the man struggle for power and sex and how the women are 

treated low and are made to suffer under physical ailments. The women characters in this novel 

either it be mother or wife or daughter or worker all are under the pangs of men, put under 

sufferings. Anandhayi the wife of Periyannan is about to give birth to a baby even at that time 

Periyannan is sleeping with another women in upstairs, a distant cousin had whispered secretly 

to her that “I saw machchan last week near the blacksmith, with a woman”(1) she finds it and 

waits for her to get down. Anandhayi prays to god, saying “Sami….let the slut come down and 
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she will get it from me. She who has climbed up has to climb down.”(pg4) when she climbs 

down the stairs Anandhayi caught hold of her hair and shouts at her. Hearing it her mother-in-

law the old crone wakes up and he comes rushing down the stairs to let the women lose form his 

wife’s clutches and he pushes her. In the book Why I am not a Hindu kancha Ilaiah states that 

“When the father and mother quarrel, every aspect of life becomes public. No quarrel hides 

inside the house. For the children the house is a place of pleasure and of pain but it is all in the 

open.” (20) Anandhayi falls to the ground with pain and she delivers the baby. But Periyannan 

never bothers about the cry of his wife he just leaves her and goes upstairs. He wakes up in the 

morning and goes out for work and only in the evening he comes home and sees the new born 

child. . Anandhayi faces the struggle of bringing up her daughters Kala, Dhanam and Arul can be 

seen in the lines, “having a girl in the house is like having a fire in the belly……… I will have 

peace only when I hand her over to a husband.” (pg108) What all men need from the women is 

just physical pleasure either they select the women from their community or from other 

community and men see women only to fit into the household chores and produce baby. 

 Within the ‘home’, Dalit woman often suffered from verbal and physical abuse at the 

hands of their fathers and brothers, raped by their father-in-law, or brother-in-law, forcefully 

subjugated to fulfil the pleasures of their husbands, domestic and sexual violence. They 

simultaneously dishonoured outside in public realm forced, unpaid in the economic sphere and 

often compounded by sexual harassment and a real risk to physical life. When Periyannan goes 

out to the town for a work he gets introduced to Lakshmi and there he falls in love with her and 

he gets attracted towards her physically and he maintains a secret relationship with her. Finally at 

the time of his daughter’s marriage he brings her home and keeps with him. Even with lakshmi 

he never maintains a good relationship. He doesn’t give her the freedom he fights with her all the 

time. That causes a drift in their relationship.  

 Lakshmi plans to leave him and thrice and plans to elope with other people. But 

Periyannan rescues her he waste his money and energy by searching her and brings her home. 

She is put under physical violence he beats, quarrels with her but Lakshmi couldn’t bare it any 

more so when she started rebelling both Periyannan and Mani started beating her and finally she 
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commits suicide. When he is maintaining a secret relationship with Lakshmi he nags his wife by 

putting forth many question regarding her behaviors and beating her and abusing her.  

 

 No matter what ever the caste the women belong to but the thought of the men are the 

same. In order to hide their weakness for women they try to provoke that the women are having 

perverted mind and abuse them physically and mentally. Once when Periyannan returns home 

from work he finds a male near his house and without asking anything to him he beats him up 

thinking that he had secret relationship with Anandhayi and he asks about it to her for which she 

says “Your mind was always in gutter. The poor man is deaf. You beat him rashly and dare to 

call him my secret lover?” (59). Still he is not satisfied with her reply and he questions her to be 

arrogant for which she states that “Sure I sit home entertaining every passer-by. Who is here to 

stop me? Because you want to hide your shady doings, you are shifting the blame on me. How 

fair is that?” (59). Periyannan is least bothered about her and he says” Adiye, why the hell should 

I be scared of you? I only have to whistle and I can have any women I want. Do you know that?” 

(59). Periyannan even ill treats his mother the old crone. In every way he never maintains a good 

contact with the women around him. Even to his daughters when they put forth their interests in 

studying he shows the anger to his wife. Periyannan’s daughters were denied education and they 

were only meant to do their household duties, get married and produce children and when he 

found his daughter reading a book which she got from her neighbor to study Periyannan 

forcefully took away the book and started ill-treating his wife and physically attacking her.  

 

 The women face sufferings even in the place where they work and even in the institution 

where they get education. Kangani’s wife’s sister Neelaveni who was known for her beauty in 

the village had many hidden rumors within her when she was sent to school she was physically 

trapped by the teachers and she faced many problems. Though it was her young age she wasn’t 

aware of it finally she was made to quit her education She was made to stay inside her home and 

she was not allowed outside. In each and every phase women are made to suffer a lot and men 

take hold of the situation and control them physically and mentally. Though periyannan illtreats 

the women in his life he feels that his fifth daughter fetches good luck for him so he never abuses 
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her as he gets to know in the astrology that she will bring fortune and wealth to him he treats her 

with care . He abuses his mother, Anandhayi and Lakshmi but he never used harsh words for 

other women.  

The novel Brick Lane as a “Post Colonial story with a realist narrative .yet looking at this 

text from a feminist point of view has many further dimensions. This text has analyzed the 

discrepancies in Bangladeshi culture between the roles of men and women, how women take on 

these roles and how they function in this context, as represented in this realist text. This text is 

important as it talks about the current position of women in Bangladesh. The novel Brick Lane is 

about a Bangladeshi migrant family living in London. Chanu, who has been living in England for 

several years, goes home to marry a traditional Bangladeshi village girl. Brick Lane is essentially 

about the quest of identity for Nazneen, about intergenerational conflicts, about racism and is a 

realist and post-colonial text in the way that it represents lives of the Bangladeshi community 

living in t he Tower Hamlets of BrickLane.    

One of the first women characters we come across in this novel is Banesa. Although she 

plays a very short part in the progress of the novel, her character is quite important as she is a 

midwife and it is she who delivers Nazneen. At the very beginning of the novel Ali shows us a 

woman who bears the weight of culture on her shoulders; as her profession itself involves the 

birth of babies. Giving birth to male offsprings, is highly important in countries like Bangladeshi; 

as such this becomes an important aspect of women`s roles and responsibilities. The idea behind 

this is that sons carry on the family lineage ( and thereby the future of the nation), whereas 

daughters leave and become part of their in-laws household.  Such beliefs are exemplified 

through Chanu’s character. While Chanu had great hopes and aspirations for his son who passes 

away, he does not see the same kind of future for his daughters. Rather, he hardly gets along with 

his daughter, especially their eldest, Shahana. Also, their marriage seems to slowly crumble after 

their son dies almost as if their son somehow held the power to hold them together. At one point, 

Nazneen wonders if it would be different had Shahana been a boy. Ali indicates how 

Bangladeshi culture values male off springs and in return values women who produce sons. 

Nazneen`s status in her family as well as society is immediately uplifted once their son is born, 
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while this is not in the case with their daughters. Thus, giving birth to boys is an important 

achievement that not all women are lucky enough to demonstrate. 

Women are also expected to manage their households, look after their husbands and 

children and to not step outside the thresholds of their houses alone.  `Home is where the heart is 

and where the woman (mother, lover) is also.  Working is thus not even an opinion. Ali gives us 

such hints of the culture manifestations throughout the novel, such as the first time Nazneen 

steps out on the streets alone. Belonging to these societies says having the protection of where 

belonging to ultimately means being a position of the extended family. Thus women are meant to 

be protected and looked after by their husbands, fathers, brothers, or even cousins, as is the case 

with Nazneen who is accoumpained by her husband wherever she goes. Nazneen’s principle in 

life and also her mother’s advise to her is what could not be changed must be borne. And since 

nothing could be changed everything had to be borne. Nazneen’s mother tells her when she is a 

child that “if God wanted us to ask questions she would have made us men. All though the navel 

her mother’s voice tells her repeatedly to bear and endure. After their marriage Nazneen never 

talks back to her husband expect, when he asks her a question. All their conversations are single 

ended. She dutifully cuts the corns on his feet, cuts his hair and also cuts the hair in his nostrils. 

Even if chanu blocks her way and stops her from working she does not ask him to move. When 

they go for a family outing Nazneen wants to explore the site with her girls. But she feels that to 

leave chanu alone would be a dishonor to him. Thus Nazneen suppresses all her desires and 

honors those of her husband’s as seen repeatedly in the novel. Nazneens thinks at one point that 

if she didn’t do the house work properly, “a wife could reasonably be beaten for a lesser 

offence”. Again she thinks it was foolish to assume she would never beat her.  

Another role that women take on is to be the mediator between the children and their 

fathers. This is a common practice in Bangladeshi culture. Where the fathers are strict and 

unapproachable and hence any message that needs to be delivered to them is done by mothers. 

Nazneen too takes on the role of the mediator between chanu and shahana. She thinks it was up 

to her to balance the competing needs , to soothe here and urge there and push the day along to 

its close. Nazneen like most mothers in Bangladeshi society is caught in between her husband 



 

              Scholar Critic                                            ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         

                    Vol-03, Issue-01, April 2016                                               ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 
 

28 
 

and children, expected to balance everything and thus the once who suffers most in the process. 

It is the women’s jobs to hold the family together, to protect her family and to see that it remains 

and harmed. Thus although men bring the money to run the family it is the women whose job it 

is to manage everything and hold the family together.  

 The roles of the ideal women as prescribed by Bangladeshi culture, are so strongly 

inflicted upon Nazneen that she seems to fit in to these completely at case as if that is only way 

to be.  Here ethnicity becomes a source of positive rather than stigmatized identity. The idea of a 

womens sexuality being her own fault is clearly demonstrated in Hasina’s letters to Nazneen. 

She quotes Mr chowder is one of her letters who later rapes her. He says these boys like wax 

around a flame them come close and they melt. Hasina further acts as a suspect character as she 

marries the man she has choosen for herself. Maney who prices the rest of allies narrative 

struggle to accepts Hasina’s letters as a conversing indication of the suffering experienced as a 

result of defing once parents in favor of a love marriage in bagladesh but to Hasina’s story it is 

exactly is that Ali portrays the tradition of Bangladeshi society which conforms to the beleafe 

that love marriage results in pain, loss and failure. 

 Razia is a strong suspect character in this novel since she functions as the mirror opposite 

to Nazneen dressed in western attire, Razia works smokes and unlike Nazneen does everything 

the Bangladeshi community condemns her from doing. Razia takes charge of her life and does 

not bend to her husband’s will. After he dies Razia works and provides for her family and faces 

every challenge that comes her way, even when her son starts taking drugs she remains strong 

and deals with the satiation. Nazneen is Razias only friend and it is in Razia that Nazneen finally 

confides in about her relationship with Kareem. Miss Azad is another example of women who 

refuses to adhere to what her culture expects from her and hence becomes a symbol of a women 

gone bad give to western influence. Miss Azad has a different set of values and ideals and is also 

happy for her daughter to adapt to western ways in retrospect; she is presented in quite, vulgar 

way in the novel. Mr Azad is ashamed of his wife and unhappy in his marriage.  

Conclusion 
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 Sivakami who is the first Tamil Dalit woman to write a novel does not mince words, 

her women suffer and they do not hide it; throughout the novel, Periyannan raises his hand on his 

wife and mistress and on occasion, even his daughter without a second thought. The women fight 

back viciously, and even exploit him for their own sexual pleasures and deny him when they so 

desire it; but in portraying the women's struggles as inevitable and, consequently, powerful in the 

way they startle the men who take them for granted.  In fact, fidelity is not seen as an important 

quality by men, although the same behavior in females is cause for comment. The silent horrors 

of sexual harassment that occurs in daily life and its slithering invasion into the destruction of 

childhood innocence have been dealt with commendably. Other hand the plight of the 

Bangladesh women is seen very evident in the novel Brick Lane the author portrays the real life 

struggle of a typical Bangladeshi women where she is married to a man of old age and manages 

in taking care of the household and lives a life without desire and emotions. The main character 

Nazneen accepts and adopts the life and she manages to be a bridge between her two daughters 

and husband the fact of not giving birth to a baby boy gives a lot of misunderstanding between 

the couples. At one point of time she comes out of the circle and tries to voice out against her 

husband and wants to lead her life with kareem but her emotions are subdued due to her culture 

and ends up as all the normal women within the household as a traditional house wife. 

P.Sivakami’s The Taming of Women and Monica Ali’s Bricklane tells about the plight of the 

typical Dalit and Bangladeshi women who fight for the self-respect, dignity, equality in the life 

but who’s emotions are subdued due to the socio-cultural barrier in the society.  
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